FEAR A CONSTANT ELEMENT IN ANIMISM
discrimination as to the nature of tilings; but the conception that things proceed from other things without which they would not exist, was late in his mental development. Until, with gradual perception of a constant relation between certain phenomena and their recurrence in some order, there arose inquisitiveness as to the how and the why these things could be, the emotions had well-nigh unfettered play. And among the larger part of mankind they remain unchecked : the lower the race, the more is it the slave of unrestrained impulse and feeling. Despite advance in knowledge, which is advance in explanation of the causes of things, whereby they are stripped of the pseudo-mysterious, and confidence is begotten, " there is," as Professor Davenport remarks in his admirable treatise on Primitive Traits in Religious Revivals, " in the average man a great slumbering mass of fear that he cannot shake off, made up of instincts and feelings inherited from a long human and animal past." Even the strongest of nerve among us are not entirely free from this on occasions of deep moment and under acute crises; still more is it so when contact with a crowd affects the emotions, giving rise by contagious suggestion to collective hallu-
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